
Classroom Observation Form 

Instructor: Professor Gary Cuddington Course ______Drawing I_____________________ 

Peer/Observer: Dr. David R. Hixson  Date and Time _September 2nd, 2021. 11:25-1:15  

Use criteria that apply to format of course observed.  

Review Section Description/Comments 

1. SUBJECT MATTER CONTENT
(shows good command and knowledge of
subject matter; demonstrates breadth and
depth of mastery)

 Professor Cuddington exhibited a mastery of the subject matter through live demonstrations 
and active discussions of proper (and creative) techniques for drawing using “obstacles”.  I was 
genuinely impressed with how he was able to accomplish each exercise, overcoming the 
purposeful obstacles he put in his own way, while explaining his techniques to the students. He 
also incorporated examples from various master artists who have used these techniques in their 
professional work, highlighting Gary’s depth and breadth of knowledge on the subject. 

2. ORGANIZATION
(organizes subject matter; evidences
preparation; is thorough; states clear
objectives; emphasizes and summarizes main
points, meets class at scheduled time,
regularly monitors on-line course)

 Professor Cuddington utilized a PowerPoint outline combined with a stopwatch to guide the 
class through the various exercises in this lesson.  The use of PPT was an effective tool, 
allowing students to quickly grasp the task at hand by glancing at the board.  These outlines 
included visual examples of how each “obstacle” could be used in a professional setting to 
challenge the artist and create unique works. Each slide was then accompanied by a live 
demonstration by Prof. Cuddington. The stopwatch was a reminder for all (including Gary) to 
switch to the next obstacle, keeping the class on target to finish all the exercises within the time 

allowed. 

3. RAPPORT

(holds interest of students; is respectful, fair,
and impartial; provides feedback, encourages
participation; interacts with students, shows
enthusiasm)

 Professor Cuddington has an extremely solid rapport with all his students.  It was clear when 
the students entered the room that they knew exactly where they needed to be, how to get set 
up, and what was expected of them.  This type of self-direction only comes from a trust 
between students and teacher. Then, during instruction, he made supportive and constructive 
comments to every student in the room. It was clear that the students respected him not only 
as an artist, but as a professor and a person. 



Review Section Description/Comments 

4. TEACHING METHODS
(uses relevant teaching methods, aids,
materials, techniques, and technology;
includes variety, balance, imagination, group
involvement; uses examples that are simple,
clear, precise, and appropriate; stays focused

on and meets stated objectives)

 The lesson I observed was creative and challenging.  Students were tasked with putting certain 
“obstacles” in their way during the process of drawing plants using pencils.  For instance, in one 
exercise a weight was added to the pencil, while in another the pencil was placed on a long 
pole. Such obstacles required the students to approach their drawings from different a different 
angle (literally), utilizing different stances, strokes, and techniques, resulting in different styles 
in their drawings.  This struck me as not only artistically creative, but educationally adaptive.  
Not all students learn the same way through the “standard” techniques.  By showing the 

students that obstacles can become productive elements of the art process, he has opened their 
(and my) eyes to alternative methods for success. 

5. PRESENTATION
(establishes online course or classroom
environment conducive to learning; maintains

eye contact; uses a clear voice, strong
projection, proper enunciation, and standard
English)

 This is the only area where I feel professor Cuddington has room for significant improvement.  
Due to the nature of the classroom (see #10, below), voices tend to get lost in the large space 
and competing sounds of air conditioners and fans.  Gary should be encouraged to command 
the space with a fuller voice, attempting to reach the back corners of this large room.  
Admittedly, I am a bit hard of hearing (and I was sitting by the air conditioner), but I found it 

hard to hear him during several moments of instruction.  Likewise with the circular arrangement 
of students, and with Gary on the outside of this circle, his demonstrations could not have been 
seen clearly by all students.  I suggest using some of the technology that is soon to be installed 
in his studio (an updated media cart) to project his demonstrations onto the large whiteboard 
for all to see more clearly. 

6. MANAGEMENT

(uses time wisely; attends to course
interaction; demonstrates leadership ability;
maintains discipline and control; maintains
effective e-platform management)

 The use of the stopwatch was very useful in this lesson.  Professor Cuddington had 9 different 
obstacles he wanted students to attempt within one class period.  This at times felt rushed, but 

the students seemed to be grasping the point of each exercise well before the stopwatch told 
them to switch.  The students were attentive in following directions, yet also self-confident 
enough to grab additional materials or move their equipment on their own if necessary.  This 
balance of attentive listening combined with individual self-direction is the hallmark of a 
classroom with a clear set of expectations and a professor with the respect of his students. 

7. SENSITIVITY
(exhibits sensitivity to students' personal
culture, gender differences and disabilities,
responds appropriately in a non-threatening,
pro-active learning environment)

This particular class was composed of a multitude of social identities.  It was multi-racial and 
multi-ethnic.  It hosted students of varying religions and sexual orientations.  Each student 

clearly felt comfortable in class and with professor Cuddington. No one was singled out, nor was 
anyone ignored.  It was in many ways an ideal example of the type of classroom Hood College 
encourages within our halls. 



Review Section Description/Comments 

8. ASSISTANCE TO STUDENTS  
(assists students with academic problems) 

 
 In Professor Cuddington’s individual attention (as he moved around the room providing 
encouragement and constructive commentary), I noticed he used a phrase I like to use in 
teaching archaeological technique: “This is the way I do it, but you could also…”.  This gives 
students the sense that there is no one “right” way to accomplish a task.  Such open and 
welcoming vocabulary ensures that students (at all levels and from all backgrounds) feel they 
can approach their work from their unique perspective. 
 

9. PERSONAL 
(evidences self-confidence; maintains 
professional comportment and appearance) 

 Professor Cuddington appeared professional yet approachable.  Always well-dressed yet casual, 
Gary has a friendly comportment where students feel comfortable, yet recognize his expertise 
as an artist and an educator. 

10. PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF CLASSROOM 
(optional) 
(state location and physical attributes of 
classroom, number of students in attendance, 
layout of room, distractions if any; list any 

observations of how physical aspects affected 
content delivery) 

 The classroom was a large high-ceilinged studio with supplies along the periphery and all 
student artists in a circle facing each other in the center.  This provided a very dynamic work 
space for students to both focus on their art and interact with each other and the professor.  It 
also allowed Professor Cuddington to easily circulate around the space, providing individual 
attention to each student.  It was not, however, always easy to hear or see professor 
Cuddington using this setup (see #5, above). 

 
Strengths observed: 
 
Professor Cuddington designed and implemented a wonderful class teaching students important lessons about obstacles.  It subtly touched 

upon such important aspect of learning as: being adventurous; multiple avenues to success; challenging oneself; daring to fail; forgiving 
oneself; and, of course, how to draw when faced with obstacles.  This was a great lesson - way beyond the techniques demonstrated.  It was a 
lesson that would be valuable for any student of Hood College. 

 
 
Suggestions for improvement: 
 

As noted in #5 and #10 above, the large high-ceilinged room presented some challenges for students to always hear or see professor 
Cuddington.  He managed this during class by constantly moving around the room and restationing himself.  I believe he may wish to practice 
opening his voice to project more, regardless of his location within the room.  And I think the use of some of the new technology he is about to 

acquire will help visually project his demonstrations to the entire class at once. 
 
 
Overall impression of teaching effectiveness:   

 
Professor Cuddington is an impactful, creative, effective, masterful and approachable educator and we are very lucky to have him on our faculty. 


